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EXPLORATION IN BIBLE LANDS. 



There is a great fascination in digging, whether the word is 
used in a literal or in a figurative sense. Digging means search for 
something old or new. In these days we are almost 
as much interested in the old as in the new. Almost 
every week brings the announcement of a new discovery. More 
frequently this is the discovery of something very old — some- 
thing lost sight of, perhaps, for many centuries ; and we are as 
glad to recover something that has been lost as to learn some- 
thing entirely new. In fact, it is difficult to draw the line 
between the very old and the very new. The fascination, of 
course, lies in the desire we all have for that which is unique, to 
possess something which no one else possesses, to know some- 
thing which no one else knows, to do something which no one 
else has done. This is the incentive that impels many to act. 

The specific case of "digging" which suggests these words is 
the work conducted under the name of the Oriental Exploration 
The Oriental Fund. This work has been established for the defi- 
Exploration nite purpose of discovering the old rather than the 
FuND new. Modern nations seem for the first time to be 

realizing in the fullest sense that they are the heirs of a great 
antiquity, and that the study of this antiquity sheds great light 
upon all the factors which enter into modern civilization. The 
contempt in which the old times have been held by the new 
times seems, in part at least, to be disappearing. Perhaps this 
contempt has been due in large measure to an ignorance of the 
past. In any case, it seems to be true that the more we know 
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of antiquity, the farther back we trace history, the greater is the 
respect which we entertain for these most ancient periods. 
Indeed, the study of the past increases not only our respect for 
it, but also our astonishment that we have been so long a time 
ignorant of the great advances which civilization had made, even 
as early as five or six thousand years before Christ. The Ori- 
ental Exploration Fund is intended to make provision for work 
of one kind and another in oriental countries, which shall per- 
haps disclose some new phase of ancient life, or some new 
records of ancient literature from which something may be 
gained for the better understanding of this past, and consequently 
for the better understanding of the present. 

Just a year ago, a gentleman widely known for his interest in 

religious work and in everything relating to educational progress, 

consented to provide for a series of years a sum of 
The History m , . , , ,, , , • 

Fund mone y> » 10,000 a year, which should be used in 

planning and executing definite pieces of work 
along lines suggested above. It was thought that, with this sum 
as a basis, additional subscriptions might be secured, and that in 
this way a considerable fund would be available from year to year 
for the work which it was desired to do. The cost of explora- 
tion is quite heavy, including, as it does, the salaries of a Field 
Director, an engineer, a governmental commissioner, and a 
guard of soldiers for the protection of the expedition; likewise 
the expenses of travel and of living, together with the pay of 
hundreds of common workmen who are engaged under super- 
vision to do the actual work of digging. The fixed expenses of 
such work reach a certain sum, and it is not difficult to calculate 
how many workmen may be employed a day, when one counts 
the balance remaining at the disposal of the Field Director. 
The general expenses are not increased in proportion to the 
amount of work undertaken, for the Field Director, with his 
engineer and commissioner, and with his guard of soldiers, can 
handle five hundred native workmen as efficiently as he can 
handle one hundred. Hence an increase of 20 per cent, in the 
amount of money expended will even more than double the 
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results accomplished. It has been expected that the Oriental 
Exploration Fund would provide for work in Egypt and Palestine 
as well as in Babylonia. Up to the present time, however, no 
sufficient amount of funds has been secured to justify the Fund 
in sending a second expedition. In fact, although great interest 
has been manifested in many quarters, this interest has not taken 
the tangible form of subscriptions to an extent that permits the 
Fund to do even satisfactory work in the single field already 
undertaken; 

The firman for work at Bismya was secured in December, as 

announced in the January number of the Biblical World. The 

Field Director, Dr. Banks, proceeded immediately 

Accomplished to Ba g dad > and from there to Bismya, distant 
from Bagdad about one hundred and twenty miles. 
With the co-operation of the head of the Ottoman Museum in 
Constantinople, Dr. Banks was able to secure a Turkish Com- 
missioner of high ability. Turkish soldiers were provided for 
the protection of the party. A little later, as has also been 
announced, an engineer was dispatched from Chicago. The 
work of digging actually began in January. Fortnightly reports 
have been received, and the readers of the Biblical World are 
requested to read an abstract from these reports printed on pages 
449-51 and 489-96 of this number. It will at once be seen from 
these reports that results quite remarkable have already been 
secured. It will be borne in mind by our readers that great care 
must be exercised in making public facts connected with the 
expedition until the permission of the Turkish government has 
been secured. It may be said officially that the statements pub- 
lished contain only a portion, and indeed a small portion, of the 
material transmitted in the report of the Field Director. A 
splendid beginning has been made, and thus far everything has 
been even more successful than could originally have been 
expected. The first year's work of the Fund will close July 1, 
and, notwithstanding the difficulties involved, the expenditures 
have been kept within the sum of money placed at the disposal 
of the officers of the Fund. 
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But now the question presents itself: Can we not hope in the 
second year, upon so good a basis, to accomplish even larger 
things ? We are confident that the location select- 
„ ed is a superior one. We are satisfied that the 

organization of the expedition is efficient. It only 
remains to provide additional means with which to employ a 
larger force of workmen. It is unwise, of course, to arouse in 
the minds of our friends false hopes concerning the possible out- 
come of such work. We were very careful at the beginning to 
state that the site itself might prove to be an utter disappoint- 
ment. No one can tell before work is actually begun what may 
be the result. But we have passed this uncertain point. We 
know that the site chosen gives promise of being one of the rich- 
est ever opened by the explorer's spade. The possibilities are 
all that could be expected. Economy and the interests of his- 
torical science demand prompt and vigorous work. This demand 
can be satisfied only in proportion to the amount of money at 
the disposal of the Committee. 

Ought this work of excavating and exploring ancient ruins to 
receive the support of intelligent people? At first glance it 
Is Such Work scarcely seems worth while to ask this question; 
Worthy of but when we recall the multitude of undertakings 
Encouragement? ' w hich press upon us from every side, it must be 
regarded as a fair question for consideration. Will the dis- 
coveries which may be made in connection with this work 
save men's lives ? No. Will these discoveries make it pos- 
sible for men here and there to add something to their material 
possessions ? No. Is such work then to be put aside as 
unworthy? By no means. Let us remember that the higher 
life calls for that which is above the material. In these days 
everything known of past history and of ancient life is being 
brought to bear upon the development of life and thought, as it 
has been given us in the sacred Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament; and, even aside from the bearing of such results 
upon these great treasuries of the past, men today can be satisfied 
only by gathering together and assimilating knowledge from 
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whatsoever source it may come. All thinking men acknowledge 
that there is something higher than the mere maintenance of 
life, something higher than the calculation of one's possessions. 
Surely an undertaking that has so much of the ideal in it, and at 
the same time so much of that which is certain in its outcome, 
deserves the encouragement and support of every man or woman 
who believes in the higher things. 

Encouragement may be shown by rendering assistance in pro- 
viding that which is needed. It is better that the money required 
How May for the proper conduct of this work should come 

Encouragement from many men and women than that it should come 
Be Shown ? from a few This Js the stron g be i ief of the Gen- 
eral Committee and of the officers of the Fund. And to this 
end the fee for membership in the General Committee of the 
Oriental Exploration Fund has been fixed at Ten Dollars. There 
are many who would be pleased to be enrolled as members of 
the General Committee, if only the facts were properly presented 
to them. Is this a work in which the readers of the Biblical 
World are interested ? Is it something they will help forward ? 
If even a small proportion of the readers of this journal should 
take up the matter, the result would be all that could be desired. 
Will you not think of it? Will you not do something? 



